
HIS BIRTH BRINGS GLORY TO GOD AND PEACE TO US CHRISTMAS DAY

Luke 2:8-15   And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For aunto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 

THE SONG OF ANGELS 

The greatest event of History, incarnation of the Son of God, was accompanied with an great 
announcement of the news and with a great song.  As we have seen together last Sunday, Christmas is 
about the good news of great joy - ‘for unto you is born on this day in the city of David a Savior who is 
Christ the Lord’. This is the good news. Because of this happening, a multitude of angels, the heavenly 
army, was praising God and this is how they were praising ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  

We gathered together this morning to worship and praise God because of the very first Christmas; the 
coming of the Son of God. We are here to praise with the same reason with the angels. We are doing the 
same thing. Then we must pay our attention to their praise what they were saying in their song. So that 
we may join their song and praising God. The angels got it. They understood the magnitude of this good 
news, therefore all of them couldn’t stay quiet but singing; bringing glory to God. God reveals the depth of 
this good news through their song.  So, all who love Jesus, all who rejoice at His coming, all who love 
‘Christ’-mas, now listen to their song.  

HOW IT BRINGS GLORY TO GOD 

‘Glory to God in the highest’. I am going to take this as if this is the verse 1. This is the phrase I heard so 
many times in Christmas season. Many years, or to be honest all my life until this year, I carelessly said 
this and passed this phrase. But this year, I was meditating on it and I scratched my head. Huh?   This 
happened as I was memorizing Colossians 1.  

Col 1:15 goes like this: “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him 
all things hold together.”    

This verse is about the supremacy of Christ in His preexistence - before taking the human flesh upon 
Himself. The Son of God is God and He is already supremely glorious above all as the Creator and 
Sustainer of all things. How is it possible for the supreme one taking creaturely body and becoming a man 
to bring glory to God in the HIGHEST? 

For a CEO of Samsung steps down from all his benefits, power, and position, and became a lowest paid 
janitor in that company, is there any thing glorious about it? From the one who gives pay to everyone in 
that company, he became a vulnerable, waiting to be paid, as the lowest paid employee. How does this 
bring glory? From a president of Princeton university, he went down Haiti’s country side small elementary 
school teacher.  What happened on Christmas morning is worse condescension than anything I have 
described. But the angels are singing that what happened there brings glory to God in the Highest. This is 
the greatest humiliation and our God embraced it.  

Now this brings glory to God, not only as the Creator, provider, and sustainer of the universe but now as 
the Redeemer. God will be glorified and worshiped as the Savior of His people. This is whole new aspect 
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of glory - His love stronger than the death, His mercy reaching beyond imagination, His grace unthinkable 
and unheard, His power that breaks down the enemy, and the Wisdom in turning the world upside down 
through the saving plan of the cross. The birth of Jesus opens the door of salvation and this brings glory 
to God with the highest praise; marveled even by the angels. May He be glorified as the redeemer. 

While the world did not know about this glory, only recognized and worshiped by wise men and 
shepherds.  And the heavenly host were rocking the invisible heaven with the song of His glory. We were 
the only one who couldn’t hear that song because of our sin. At least, now we join that song of praising 
God as our redeemer.  

3 ASPECTS OF PEACE FOR HIS PEOPLE  

Now, I would say the verse 2 of the song of the angels is “on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased.”  This child will surely bring peace on earth.  Once again, we want to look at the prophecy of 
Isaiah which we have done it last Sunday. 

Isaiah 9:6-7  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 7  Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 

  
The baby is Christ the Lord, anointed King.  His reign, the governance, will be ever increasing and there 
will be no end. Not just His reign but peace will also ever increasing with no end. Look at v.7. That’s what 
it says. This King is prince of peace; He will always rule in peace.  His birth itself already brings peace.  

Increasing peace? Someone can question that. It has been about more than 2000 years ever since the 
birth of Jesus but we do not see the increasing peace on earth. Where is the peace? There are more 
wars, civil wars, constant threat of terrorism, new disease like Ebola without any cure, more fear, more 
hatred, racism, mass murder, and more human sex trafficking than ever. Peace? 

Other may say that, Christ did not bring peace. While other religions try to embrace, respect, and accept 
other religions but Christianity is not willing to make peace with other religions and embrace them. 
Christianity brings a division!  

They are all right. I will give you two Biblical ground for them. The Scripture says that as the end is 
drawing near, there will be more earthquake, more news of wars, more disasters, more disease, and 
more tribulations. People will be more into hatred, self loving, sexually immorality, and idolatry in the last 
days. It will increase and get frequent; not less. 

Jesus also said in Matthew 10:34, “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not 
come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's enemies will be 
those of his own household. 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and 
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take his 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life 
for my sake will find it.  

He just said it. I have not come to bring peace but a sword. He brings a clear division, setting people 
against each other, even within a family because of Him. What? Then what were the angels singing 
there?  

Look carefully the lyric of verse 2. “on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased”  The peace He 
brings is not meant for everyone on earth but for those with whom He is pleased. In other words, it is for 
His people who believe in and come to Him. He comes to bring a clear division between people - lamb 
and goat; heaven bounding and hell bounding. That can happen even within a family. Because of their 
faith in Jesus, even within a family there could be a division. People will kill and persecute their friends 
and neighbor because of they trusted in Jesus.  
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This means that the peace that Jesus brings is not meant to stop all the troubles on this earth. The peace 
Jesus brings is for His people in 3 ways and this will never change but ever increasing.  

First the child brings peace between God and us.  

Col 1:19-22   For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his 
cross.  21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has 
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, 

All who are in Jesus, you have peace with God. Jesus took all your punishment on the cross and satisfied 
the righteous wrath of God against our sin. So don’t be afraid. For in the person of Jesus, all the fullness 
of God was pleased to dwell. So Jesus is God and Jesus, same as God, reconciled you to God Himself. 
God did this. Stop questioning - ‘Is God ok with me?’ ‘Is God mad at me?’   You have peace with God, 
unchanging peace, not based on your deed but based on what Jesus has accomplished for you.  The 
Scripture says while we were still sinners, ‘while’ we were doing all the evil deeds, He reconciled us and 
made peace with us.   You can enjoy this peace with God all the time. This peace is for whom He is 
pleased with. This peace will ever increase and you will enjoy this more and more, and fully understand 
and taste it in heaven.  

Second, the child brings peace within ourselves. When the first peace with God is established - 
because of that established relationship with the Father we can be at peace with ourselves; from self 
condemning, self unforgiving, despair and shame. I once counseled someone who couldn’t say ‘yes’ to 
the marriage propose because that person was constantly struggling with shame and self condemning of 
past committed adultery sin. That person was not in peace with oneself. There is no peace apart from 
Jesus. We can only be at peace because of Jesus, not only in respect to sin and guilt, but anything in this 
world. Because the Sovereign God is our Father and say ‘Do not be afraid for I am with you.’ Even if we 
lose health or wealth, even if our loved one passes away, we have hope and peace. ‘My Father will take 
care of me and even if I lose it, He will raise me up again from the dead on that day.’  We can rest. We 
have peace with our soul.  

Thirdly, we can have peace with others. We do not have to be the law enforcer or justice establishing 
judge. Even when we are mistreated but we do not revenge. We can let things go because we can entrust 
to the righteous Judge - our God. He will bring it to justice one day.  Because of Jesus, we can ask for 
forgiveness. And we can forgive others and reach out to them in love even if they have done wrong to us. 
All because of this child - Jesus!  We extend mercy and kindness to the people whom we did not know or 
never have met before. Isn’t that what we do at mission? We have never met them before but we extend 
love and mercy to them even if they are hostile to us.  I just got an email this week that my operation 
Christmas child gift has delivered to Philippine. We did it because of Jesus. At Jesus’s command, we love 
even our enemies. Make peace as much as possible with everyone - there is peace with others.  

THIS IS WHY CHRISTMAS HAPPENED 

Christmas happened to bring glory to God and peace to His people. More you have this in your mind, 
more you see the beauty of Christmas. More you remind you of this truth, more joy of Christmas will fill 
your heart. This day happened to bring glory to God and peace to you.  

Let’s not make Christmas our own celebration apart from Jesus. God made the first Christmas so that we 
may sing the grace to His glory and enjoy the peace that He offers.  
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